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Hello everyone, I'm Cathy.

Cindy
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I'm Cindy. Welcome to today’s show. We've noticed that our podcast is especially
popular during the Lunar New Year!

Cathy
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Really? Is it because people want more content about the Lunar New Year?

Cindy
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Maybe! People want to learn about Lunar New Year customs and culture.

Cathy
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I see. We've covered those customs and cultural aspects in previous episodes, so we
won’t repeat them this year.

Cindy
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If you really want to know, there are many online resources and other podcast
channels to check out.

Cathy
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Exactly! We're a bit rebellious, not liking to do what everyone else does.

Cindy
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Yes! Doing the same thing as others is quite boring, and if everyone has the same

content, everything just sounds the same.

Cathy
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Haha, exactly. So today, let’s talk about a more unique topic: roadside ads in Taiwan.

Cindy
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Roadside ads refer to advertisements on telephone poles or building walls!

Cathy
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Exactly. The reason I wanted to talk about roadside ads is that I saw a very puzzling
one during my New Year trip to Tainan.

Cindy
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That sounds funny. What kind of ad was it?

Cathy
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It was an ad for a medical beauty clinic. Medical beauty clinics offer procedures like
Botox, breast augmentation, liposuction, and more.

Cindy
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So, what was wrong with the ad for the medical beauty clinic?

Cathy
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The clinic’s ad slogan was: “Grandma, come home soon.”
Cindy
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Huh?

Cathy
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Grandma, come home soon.

Cindy
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What on earth! What is this ad for?

Cathy
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At first, I thought it was a missing person notice! But then I noticed it wasn'’t,
because there were many pictures of busty women on the ad. I realized it meant to
say “bring back your own ‘grandma’!

Cindy
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So shocking... What kind of ad is this...

Cathy
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And the ad’s color scheme is so old-fashioned, yellow background with red text.

Cindy
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You mean the text “Grandma, come home soon” is in red?

Cathy
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Yes, it’s outrageous.

Cindy
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It’s so irritating. This color scheme is such a Republic of China aesthetic.

Cathy
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But I don’t think the color scheme is the main point. The first thing I thought was: is
this okay? I mean, this ad is in public, where kids and teenagers might see it. Won’t
they find it strange?

Cindy
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Parents might find it difficult to explain what that slogan means.

Cathy
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Exactly. Tainan is a city with many tourists, and the government has made a lot of
effort to make the city look beautiful. But there’s an ad encouraging cosmetic surgery
to get bigger breasts; it’s quite strange!

Cindy
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It clashes with Tainan’s atmosphere. The Tainan government’s promotional
campaign highlights Tainan as a sweet city, which has been very successful. But this
“Grandma, come home soon” ad doesn’t fit that sweet city image at all.

Cathy
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Indeed. Even if foreign tourists don’t understand Chinese, seeing all those busty
women in the ad might make them think Tainan has a lot of gambling spots. It looks
very low-class and lacks taste.

Cindy
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It’s interesting that many Taiwanese compare Tainan to Kyoto in Japan. But I think
there’s a gap in cultural depth and cityscape between the two. When I visited Kyoto, I
didn’t see ads encouraging breast augmentation.

Cathy
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Exactly. Breast augmentation is not something you decide to do just because of a
roadside ad. You wouldn’t see a woman with large breasts and immediately think,
“Okay, I want mine to be like that too!” and go for surgery.

Cindy
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Haha, exactly. So what’s the point of such ads?

Cathy
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Maybe it’s just to generate buzz and attract attention.

Cindy
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In today’s society, maybe that’s the only way to make money. It’s not easy to earn
money!

Cathy
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But I hope these clinics and stores placing such ads think more carefully and avoid
creating ads that could give tourists and outsiders a bad impression of Tainan.

Cindy
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Yes! I hope they consider their city more carefully.

Cathy
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That’s all for today. See you next time!

Cindy
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Goodbye! Thank you all for listening!

Cathy
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See you next time!



