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Cathy
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My boyfriend recently bought me a new set of pour-over coffee cups, so now I'm
learning how to make coffee every day.

Cindy
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Wow, making pour-over coffee sounds difficult. How are you learning?

Cathy
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I've been learning from YouTube videos. Actually, just watching videos is enough.
Since it’s for home consumption, it doesn’t have to be perfect.

Cindy
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True! I usually get coffee from convenience stores or cafés, and I occasionally drink
Starbucks when there’s a buy-one-get-one-free offer. So, I don’t often engage with
pour-over coffee.

Cathy
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Same here! I used to think pour-over coffee was too expensive, but I realized it’s not
that bad once I started making it myself.

Cindy
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How so?



Cathy
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Because cafés use high-quality beans for pour-over coffee, but at home, you don’t
need such high-quality beans. Even if you use good beans, it doesn’t make much
difference to me.

Cindy
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Haha, that’s true. Expensive coffee is like perfume, with top, middle, and base notes,
but if you're not sensitive to taste, you might not notice.

Cathy
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Exactly, but those who like it really enjoy it! I used to buy ready-brewed coffee from
convenience stores, and I thought that was great.

Cindy
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And they often have buy-one-get-one-free deals, right? 7-Eleven frequently has
promotions like buy ten, get three free.

Cathy
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Starbucks is the same. Being part of the Uni-President Group, they also have
buy-one-get-one-free offers almost every month.

Cindy
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Yeah, when I was in college, Starbucks rarely had buy-one-get-one-free deals, but
since grad school, they have them almost every month, which is awesome.

Cathy

Tt i, A E — A —RHE S g R E e, NIRRT B BB RIS H e,
Same here, I only drink Starbucks when there’s a buy-one-get-one-free deal.
Otherwise, at nearly two hundred dollars a cup, I can’t afford it often.

Cindy
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Definitely, Starbucks is something I can’t drink every day.



Cathy
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But do you really think there’s a taste difference? Honestly, I can’t really tell.

Cindy
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I think there definitely is! I personally feel that Starbucks coffee doesn’t have
bitterness or astringency.

Cathy
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I think it’s more about the quality of the milk! Since I drink lattes, I can taste the
difference in milk quality. Starbucks uses better milk and a lot of it, whereas
convenience store lattes use thinner milk and have a less intense flavor.

Cindy
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Indeed, the amount of milk is different. A latte from a convenience store costs 55 NT
dollars, while a Starbucks one costs 165 NT dollars—a 100 NT dollar difference.

Cathy
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You could actually just buy a carton of fresh milk from PX Mart for that price
difference.

Cindy
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Haha, that’s true. Starbucks is really expensive.

Cathy
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But I really like their seasonal drinks; they’re quite unique. I usually go to Starbucks
when there’s a seasonal offer or a buy-one-get-one-free deal.
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Cindy
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Oh, right. For winter, it’s the toffee nut latte, and for summer, it’s the pineapple
dragon fruit smoothie!

Cathy
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Exactly, the pineapple dragon fruit flavor is very Taiwanese, and it tastes surprisingly
good with coconut milk.

Cindy
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Right! Starbucks is great at these little promotions, and everyone loves them.

Cathy
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The buy-one-get-one-free offers are really successful marketing. Sometimes they
combine with sales events. When I used to work part-time, there were many special
sales events with cups discounted by at least 30%.

Cindy
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People around me love Starbucks cups and collect them. For example, my aunt is
crazy about the Starbucks Be There series.

Cathy
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The city mugs, right? I actually like them too, but they’re a bit too expensive, and I
don’t have much space to display them at home.

Cindy
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True~ If there’s no space at home, it’s hard to collect many cups.

Cathy
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This might be a way of subtly saying that my house has plenty of space and is quite
large, haha.

Cindy
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I... don’t know! Anyway, that’s it for today’s

Starbucks and coffee discussion!

Cathy
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Do you prefer convenience store coffee or Starbucks coffee? Also, do you like
Starbucks cups?

Cindy
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Does your country have any special Starbucks drinks? Feel free to leave us a
comment! See you next time, bye!



